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Color is a crucial element in Zahle’s 
work. Recently, Zahle has begun to grow 
plants such as indigo and madder, 
enabling her to produce pigments and dye 
paper and yarn with homemade colors. In 
the process of making her own dyes, the 
engagement with color has extended 
beyond how it feels, appears, and 
functions within a work, to also become 
about an awareness of the biological 
components and chemical processes of 
color.  

 

-from exhibition text by Tone Bonnén 

 
 
 

SOLO, 2023 
Hand woven and plant dyed linen and 
wool, scrap yarn, bookbinders’ wire, 
cast bronze on ramp pedestal of wood, 

MDF, brass screws 



Flint, 2023 
Plant dyed cotton paper, archival tape, in custom-made frames  
on indigo dyed wall 
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Maria Zahle’s works are made 
with a small range of 
materials: woven linen, 
wool, natural dyes, metal 
bars and wire, stones, 
crayon, hand-coloured paper, 
and archival tape. Many of 
the materials, importantly, 
have been sourced or created 
by the artist before she 
puts them to use in one of 
her objects.  
-from exhibition text by 
Mark Godfrey 

 



 



  



 
Maria Zahle: 

No Stranger or Lover to Me 
2022 
 

Rønnebæksholm, Næstved, Denmark 
 

With invited works by Phyllida Barlow, 
Christine Clemmesen, Anthea Hamilton, 

Hannah Heilmann   
  



 



       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Venetian Bodies, 2022 
Handwoven, plant dyed linen on  
bent stainless steel 



 



 
Turn, 2022 
Handwoven and plant dyed wool, silk, linen,  
With bookbinders’ wire and elements of cast alloy 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conversation between Phyllida Barlow and Maria Zahle (excerpt) 

- from the catalogue No Stranger or Lover to Me 



 

 

Maria Zahle & Christine Clemmesen: 
 

NIGHT CUTS DAY 
(Nat Skærer Dag) 

 
Kunsthal Vandrehallen 
Hillerød, Denmark 

 

  



Zahle’s abstract banners of 

unevenly dyed paper rectangles 

accentuate the ceiling height 

of the building and suggest a 

material and spiritual 

connection between the soft, 

nimble body of the viewer and 

the large and hard body of 

Vandrehallen. 

(…) the artists remain open and 

curious to the materiality of 

the world: the relationship 

between body and space, ceiling 

rafter and paper, tape piece 

and photograph.  

 

-From exhibition text by Anders 
Rasmussen 

 



Maria Zahle: Me As Paper 

2021 
Plant dyed cotton paper,  
adhesive 
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Maria Zahle and Tillmann Terbuyken 
have been thinking about exhibiting 
together for a long time – since 
they met during their studies at 
the Royal Academy Schools in London 
and the HFBK in Hamburg around 
2006.  

Both artists work with the 
materiality of colour, of text, of 
images. A white painting is also a 
piece of plywood, a woven sculpture 
doubles as a bunch of loose 
threads, and a woad plant can 
become a patch of blue. In the 
exhibition artworks point at their 
own materiality but also reflect 
us, our bodies as artists and as 
viewers. 

 

 

-from the exhibition text 

Maria Zahle: Me As Paper (madder) 

2021 

Plant dyed cotton paper, adhesive 



  



 



 
 

Kristine Mogensen & Maria Zahle: 
Farvesving 

 
2019 
 

Semi-permanent commission 
Østerbrogade pedestrian tunnel 

Copenhagen, Denmark 
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The public art commission With Colour, 
With Body by Maria Zahle at AAU is wholly 
integrated into the architecture of a new 
building to enhance the work environment 
of the people studying and working at the 
university.  In three parts, it lifts the 
aesthetic expression of the building 
utilizing clear colours and light 
patterns in wall paintings and on a 
linoleum floor, as well as two bronze 
sculptures placed outdoors.   

 

1. A linoleum floor waves across the 
building in large hand cut shapes 
encompassing the two levels of the 
building.  The shapes are organic, 
uneven, and surprising. The colour 
intensifies in areas where the building 
contains the most activity and a higher 
people density, such as near the main 
entrance to the auditorium. The colour 
intensity thereby reflects the human 
energy of the building.  

  
 



2. Two bronze sculptures are installed 
in a steep ‘light yard’. The two 
figurative objects vibrate slightly in 
strong winds, and their posture hints at 
a lifted shoulder, a tilted head, a bent 
leg. The untreated bronze will with time 
change from brown to black to clear 
green. Touches by the passersby will 
function as a polish, giving a lighter 
shade on the work. These polished areas 
will make visible the gaze, the touch, 
and the curiosity of the viewers.  
 
 
3. Three painted stripes on the outside 
walls of the auditorium stretch upwards 
in clear colours of green and red. Some 
shapes are filled out, while some are 
loose outlines. Each shape is unique and 
relates to the next. As a visual ladder 
the vertical paintings can make a viewer 
lift their eyes and experience an opening 
up of space above.   

  



 

Maria Zahle: UpUpUpUp 

 

2016 

 

CentroCentro 

Palacio de Cibeles, Madrid, Spain 
  



 



CentroCentro presents the installation 
UpUpUpUp, by Maria Zahle, a Danish artist 
residing in London. Zahle intervenes in 
the former central post office with four 
large pieces of fabric measuring up to 16 
meters in length, all sewn by hand and 
inspired by the enormity of scale and 
intricate decorative elements within the 
building. Light and colour flood the 
space in stripes of pink, blue and 
brilliant yellow. The ripstop nylon works 
highlight the verticality of the main 
hall and encourages a viewer to reflect 
on the presence of their own body within 
the space, how we move into it, through 
it, and what we see and feel in the 
process 

 
- from the exhibition text  
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